


TA-Group DD, LLC: 1938 Kellogg Avenue, Suite 101, Carlsbad, CA 92008  Ph: 760-473-0645 

February 17, 2021 
 
Tracey Williams 
National Community Renaissance 
9421 Haven Avenue 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730 
 
Via email: <twilliams@nationalcore.org> 
 
Subject:  Pesticide Sampling Results 

 24960 Adams Avenue 
 Murrieta, Riverside County, California 

Project No. 1120006 

 
Dear Sir: 
 
The following letter report documents limited Phase II ESA pesticide soil sampling conducted at the 
referenced site location on February 8, 2021 in accordance with our approved proposal dated November 
24, 2020. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Based on information provided by Client and a review of the GoogleEarth® online database, the subject 
property is a roughly 6.2-acre vacant parcel located roughly 250 feet northeast of the intersection of Ivy 
Street and Adams Avenue, in the City of Murrieta, Riverside County, California. The site address is 24960 
Adams Avenue.  The property is vacant/undeveloped with the exception of an old barn structure and an 
asphalt access driveway. 
 
TAGDD is completing a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) which documented historical 
agricultural use at the subject property. Based on planned residential development, TAGDD 
recommended that pesticide sampling be conducted as a screening tool to document potential site 
impacts. 
 
SCOPE 
 
Prior to conducting field activities, TAGDD reviewed the DTSC’s “Interim Guidance for Sampling 
Agricultural Properties (Third Revision” dated August 7, 2008.  Based on the size of the site (6.2-acres), 
guidance indicated that 12 samples be collected. 3:1 composite samples would be needed to generate 
four (4) composite samples, which were to be analyzed for Organochloride Pesticides (OCP) by EPA 
Method 8181A.  An additional four (4) discrete samples were to be collected and analyzed for Total 
Arsenic by ICAP / EPA Method 6010.    

 
SAMPLING PROCEDURES 
 
Prior to mobilizing, TAGDD prepared a base map to delineate sampling locations (Figure 1) to ensure 
coverage of the entire property. Sampling media were cleaned prior to use.  TAGDD collected shallow soil 
samples from depths of roughly 6-12 inches, by utilizing a shovel, stainless steel scoop, and a stainless- 
steel mixing spoon.  
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To prepare composites, soil samples were collected from 4 locations and 4-ounce samples were deposited 
and thoroughly mixed in a stainless-steel mixing bowl. Composited sample media were transferred 
utilizing the stainless mixing spoon, into a 4-oz sample jar equipped with a Teflon-lined lid, labelled.  
Discrete samples were collected at each 4th sample location by forcing the sample jar into the sample 
media, leveling the media, and securing with a Teflon-lined sampling lid.   All samples were transferred to 
an iced cooler pending sample delivery.  Samples were collected by the California certified laboratory on 
February 1, 2021 with completed Chains-of-custody documents. 
 
SAMPLE RESULTS 
 
Table 1 summarizes sample results.  Laboratory reports are attached.  No OCP above laboratory detection 
limits were found in composite samples.  Arsenic was found in only one of the discrete samples at a 
concentration of 2.7 mg/kg. 
 
 

Table 1 
OCP and Arsenic Results 

Soil Sample Results in m/kg 

EPA Methods 8181A and 6010B 
Composite / Sample ID DDT DDE DDD All Other 

OCP 
Total Arsenic 

SC1-3  (SC3 for Arsenic)   ND ND ND ND 2.7 
SC4-6  (SC6 for Arsenic) ND ND ND ND ND 
SC7-9 (SC9 for Arsenic) ND ND ND ND ND 
SC10-12 (SC12 for Arsenic) ND ND ND ND ND 
      
1Tier 1 ESLs/ Mg/Kg 0.46 0.001 2.7 0.0095 122 

1 San Francisco Regional Water Quality Control Board “Environmental Screening Levels (ESL), 2019 (Rev 2) 
2 Kearny Foundation, “Background Concentrations of Trace and Major Elements in California Soils”, 1996  
 

 
 
PESTICIDE AND ARSENIC SCREENING GUIDANCE 
 
The referenced San Francisco Regional Quality Control Board (RWQCB) “Environmental Screening Levels 
are updated to include Newly published guidance published by the USEPA Human Health Risk Assessment 
(HHRA) known as “Hero Note 3” (June 2020).  The guidance assumes a generic site conceptual model and 
uses the new HHRA data to derive the ESLs.  The ESL’s provide a relatively simple screening level that is 
predicated on recent EPA guidance, and is considered suitable by TAGDD for this project. 
 
A screening level of 12 mg/kg is commonly accepted for use in California based on a 1996 study 
(Background Concentrations of Trace and Major Elements in California Soils”, Kearny Foundation Special 
Report), and is used here.   
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CONCLUSIONS / DISCUSSION 
 
TAGDD performed limited soil sampling at the subject property following USEPA guidance to screen for 
Organochloride Pesticides and Arsenic.  Four (4) composite samples were analyzed by EPA Method 8181A 
and four (4) discrete samples were analyzed for Arsenic by EPA 6010B / ICAP.   
 
No OCP were found.  The single discrete Arsenic result of 2.7 mg/kg was well below the commonly 
accepted screening level of 12 mg/kg.   
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
No pesticides were found at the subject site.  Arsenic was found in one sample at levels well below the 
commonly used screening level.  No further investigation is warranted. 
 
LIMITATIONS 
 
Findings provided herein have been derived in accordance with current standards of practice, and no 
warranty is expressed or implied.  Standards of practice are subject to change with time.  This report has 
been prepared for the sole use of the Client.  Site conditions, land use (both onsite and offsite), or other 
factors may change as a result of manmade influences, and additional work may be required with the 
passage of time.   
 
This report should not be relied upon by other parties without the express written consent of TAGDD or 
our Client, subject to our contract limitations. Any use or reliance upon this environmental evaluation by 
a party other than the Client, shall be solely at the risk of such third party and without legal recourse 
against TA-Group DD, its employees, officers, or directors, regardless of whether the action in which 
recovery of damages is brought or based upon contract, tort, statue, or otherwise.  The Client has the 
responsibility to see that all parties to the project, including the designer, contractor, subcontractor, and 
building official, etc. are aware of this report in its complete form.   
 
This report contains information which may be used in the preparation of contract specifications; 
however, the report is not designed as a specification document, and may not contain sufficient 
information for use without additional assessment.  TAGDD assumes no responsibility or liability for work 
or testing performed by others.  In addition, this report may be subject to review by the controlling 
authorities.  Thank you for contacting TAGDD regarding this important project.  If you have questions, 
please contact the undersigned at (760) 473-0645. 
 
Sincerely, 
TA-Group DD, LLC 
 
 
 
Timothy A. Lester, CEM 
Founder/Principal 
 
 
Figures:  Figure 1: Sampling Locations 
Attachments: Final Laboratory Reports Soil Vapor Samples, Eurofins/Calscience Laboratory dated 

February 16, 2021 / Work Order 570-50684-1 
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Selected References: 
 
HHRA HERO, Note 3, Revision 2; https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2019/04/HHRA-Note-
3-2019-04.pdf 
 
San Francisco Regional Water Quality Control Board, Tier 1 Environmental Screening Levels, 2019, Rev 2 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/esl.html 
 
 
TA-Group DD; “Phase I Environmental Site Assessment, VACANT PROPERTY, Assessor’s Parcel Number 
906-080-018, 24960 Adams Avenue, City of Murrieta, Riverside County, California 92562” dated January 
21, 2021. 
  

https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2019/04/HHRA-Note-3-2019-04.pdf
https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2019/04/HHRA-Note-3-2019-04.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/esl.html
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LABORATORY RESULTS 
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